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own cypher, found a place in the drawing-rooms, and
there was a wealth of Limoges enamels and of Sevres
china, together with some Italian and Dutch master-
pieces. Seventy years ago good taste, backed by a
large fortune, could acquire such treasures at prices
which nowadays sound moderate, and Baron Meyer,
with his wife and her devoted sisters, made many
journeys to Italy and Germany in search of them*
Everything passed to his daughter. It is often an
irreparable misfortune either for a young woman or
for a young man to succeed early to a great inheritance;
but nobody was ever less spoilt by it than Hannah
de Rothschild. Divine wisdom warns, " How hardly
shall they that have riches enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven " ; but if that Kingdom is a place into which
unkindness, and petty self-love, and lack of charity
cannot penetrate, and where only things of good report
abound, those who knew Hannah de Rothschild,
either in her girlhood or through her married years,
could never doubt that she was one of the happy
souls for whom its gates are always standing open.
It was indeed a very noble character, and she added
to much native wit and no small intellectual capacity
all the accomplishments encouraged by elaborate
training in the best schools.

Rosebery was on terms of friendly intimacy with
Baron and Baroness Meyer, and was several times
their guest both at Newmarket and at Mentmore.
With much community of tastes and serious interests,
it might seem natural that he and Hannah de
Rothschild should contemplate a life partnership.
Her feelings, as I have said, were early awakened.
But obstacles existed on both sides, particularly hers.
One of her aunts, and two of her cousins, had indeed
married Christians ; but she was devoutly attached
to her faith, and for her such an alliance necessarily
meant a severe moral wrench. In the Rothschild
family intermarriage between the different branches
had become almost a custom : Baron Lionel's eldest
son and both his daughters had married cousins of